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from the Cardinal.    He arrived at Paris in  this  manner

two days before the   other, and  went   straight to Marly

where the King was, to explain the business that had
led him there. He had a long- audience with the King,
and received a lodging for the rest of the visit.

The Cardinal del Gindiee rested four or five days at
Paris, and then came to Marly where he was introduced
to the King. The Cardinal was somewhat embarrassed;
he was charged with no business; all his mission was to
praise Madame des Ursins, and complain of the Marquis
de Brancas. These praises of Madame des Ursins were
but vague; she had not sufficient confidence in the Car-
dinal to admit to him her real position in our Court, and
to give him instructions accordingly, so that what he had to
say was soon all said; against the Marquis de Brancas
he had really no fact to allege, his sole crime was that
he was too sharp sighted and not sufficiently devoted to
the Princess.

The Cardinal was a courtier, a man of talent, of busi-
ness, of intrigue, who felt, with annoyance, that for a
person of his condition and weight, such a commission
an he bore was very empty. He appeared exceedingly
agreeable in conversation, of pleasant manners, and was
much liked in good society, He was assiduous in his
attentions to the King, without importuning him for
audiences that were unnecessary; and by all his conduct,
he gave reason for believing that he suspected Madame
ties Ursins's decadence in our Court, and sought to gain
esteem and confidence, so as to become by the support
of the King, prime minister in Spain; but as we shall
soon see, his ultramontane hobbies hindered the accom-
plishment of his measures. All the success of his jour-
ney consisted in hindering Brancas from returning to
Spain, This was no great punishment, for Brancas had
nothing more to hope for from Madame des Ursins, and
was not a man to lone his time for nothing.

Up to this period not a word had been said to the
King {Louis XIV.) by the King of Spain upon the sub-
ject of his marriage; not a hint had been given that he
meant to re marry t much less with a Parma princess.
This proceeding, grafted upon the sovereignty claimed